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Abstract

The quest for nationwide tranquility in Nigeria, a nation beset by multifaceted security
challenges, such as insurgency, communal violence, and organized crime,
necessitates the exploration of innovative security doctrines. This paper proposes an
alternative security doctrine that emphasizes the importance of proactive information
gathering as a cornerstone for ensuring peace and stability. Given the limitations of
traditional security frameworks, which often rely on reactive measures and state-
centric approaches, this paper argues that the current security architecture in Nigeria
requires a paradigm shift toward more inclusive, community-based, and intelligence-
driven strategies. The alternative security doctrine is rooted in the idea that security
must be understood not only as a matter of law enforcement and military power but
also as a dynamic interaction between state institutions, local communities, and non-
state actors. At the heart of this doctrine is the concept of intelligence-led security,
which focuses on the collection, analysis, and dissemination of actionable information
to prevent security breaches before they escalate into full-scale conflicts. This paper
emphasizes the need for a decentralized approach, where local communities are not
only engaged in identifying threats but are also empowered to take proactive measures
to maintain peace within their regions.

One of the key elements of the proposed doctrine is enhancing information-sharing
mechanisms among various security agencies, the public, and local governments. In
the context of Nigeria’s vast and diverse landscape, effective information gathering
must leverage both formal and informal channels, including community intelligence,
digital platforms, and inter-agency collaboration. This paper critically examines the
role of the National Intelligence Agency (NIA), the Department of State Services
(DSS), and other key security bodies alongside, non-state actors, such as traditional
leaders, civil society organizations, and local security outfits like vigilante groups, in
the collective effort to gather intelligence. Critical part of this paper’s analysis is the
relationship between gathering information and community trust. For intelligence to
be effective, it must be rooted in trust between the state and its citizens. This paper
explores the challenges arising from the lack of trust in government institutions,
particularly in regions where state presence is weak or viewed with suspicion. In
addition, it highlights the role of social media and digital technologies in modern
security practices, acknowledging both their potential for enhancing information
dissemination and the risks they pose in terms of misinformation and cyber threats.
By proposing a security doctrine that places a premium on preventive security
measures—through robust information gathering and community involvement—the
paper argues that Nigeria can transition from reactive to proactive security
management. The paper concludes that only through this shift can the country hope
to achieve sustainable peace and tranquility, tackling the root causes of insecurity
while building stronger, more resilient communities. Ultimately, the paper calls for a
holistic, integrated approach to security that incorporates military, intelligence, and
community engagement in a coordinated effort to ensure nationwide tranquility.
Through such an approach, Nigeria can confront its security challenges more
effectively and foster a climate of peace, stability, and cooperation across all levels of
society.
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Introduction

The concept of security is inherently dynamic and is, shaped by the political, social, and economic contexts of a
given nation. In the case of Nigeria, security has long been a matter of national concern, not just in terms of
protecting the state from external aggression but also in addressing internal conflicts, ethnic tensions, and
widespread criminal activities. As the country grapples with a range of security challenges, traditional security
doctrines have proven inadequate in fully addressing the complex needs of a multi-ethnic, multi-religious society
such as Nigeria. From insurgency in the Northeast, armed banditry in the Northwest, to farmer-herder conflicts
and ethno-religious violence in various parts of the country, Nigeria’s security situation is fluid and multifaceted.
This paper proposes an alternative security doctrine for Nigeria, emphasizing the role of information gathering in
achieving national tranquility. A robust security apparatus is often built around the effective collection, analysis
and, dissemination of intelligence, which can lead to proactive measures for safeguarding citizens and maintaining
public order. Traditional security approaches, often focused on military and police intervention, have not
adequately addressed the roots of insecurity in Nigeria. There is an urgent need to shift the security paradigm
from reactive force-based approaches to more comprehensive, intelligence-driven model.

This paper explores the intersection of alternative security doctrines and information-gathering strategies, arguing
that a shift toward an integrated, community-based, and intelligence-led security framework is essential for
achieving sustainable peace in Nigeria. This introduction briefly reviews Nigeria’s historical security challenges
and the limitation of current security strategies and provides, an overview of how alternative security doctrines,
with an emphasis on information gathering, can serve as essential tools in the quest for nationwide tranquility.
Nigeria’s security landscape has been plagued by numerous issues over the past few decades. From the post-
independence era to this day, Nigeria has faced a variety of internal and external threats that have tested its security
framework. During the Biafran War (1967-1970), Nigeria was embroiled in a conflict that highlighted the
country’s vulnerability to internal divisions, particularly along ethnic and regional lines. The aftermath of the civil
war left deep scars, with the agitations of different ethnic groups remaining a feature of Nigerian politics.
Although the country has largely remained united, ethnic and religious tensions have frequently erupted,
particularly in the form of communal clashes, insurgencies, and terrorism.

In recent times, Nigeria has been embroiled in a complex security crisis driven by several factors, including
poverty, unemployment, political instability, and weak state institutions. The rise of Boko Haram in the Northeast
and the insurgency in the Niger Delta are two of the most prominent examples of violent conflict in the country.
Additionally, growing criminal activities, such as kidnaping, banditry, and organized crime, have become
widespread, further destabilizing the nation.

Security agencies, particularly the military and police, have responded to these challenges with a range of
strategies, but their efforts have often been criticized for being ineffective, reactive, and sometimes heavy-handed.
For instance, although military operations have driven Boko Haram from some Northeast territories, the
insurgency remains a persistent threat. Similarly, the police have struggled to curb the rising tide of organized
crime, in part because of lack of resources, inadequate training, and corruption. The inability to effectively address
these issues has led to a growing distrust between the people and the state, undermining the legitimacy of the
government and its institutions.

Traditional security doctrines in Nigeria have largely been reactive, relying on military force and policing to
restore order following violence. While sometimes necessary, these approaches often fail to address the
underlying causes of insecurity. Nigeria’s security forces are often criticized for their lack of coordination,
inadequate intelligence capabilities, and insufficient focus on non-kinetic operations, such as community

pg. 69



Current Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (CJHASS) Vol. 11 (6)

engagement, psychological operations, and information dissemination. Additionally, Nigeria’s security agencies
often operate within a context of limited resources, corruption, and a lack of public trust. As a result, the
effectiveness of traditional security approaches has been called into question, with many advocating for a
paradigm shift toward more proactive, intelligence-based strategies.

A key element of this shift is the gathering of information to anticipate and prevent threats before they escalate.
Information-gathering in a security context involves the systematic collection, analysis, and dissemination of
intelligence to inform decision-making processes. Whether through human intelligence (HUMINT), signals
intelligence (SIGINT), or open-source intelligence (OSINT), effective information gathering enables security
agencies to make informed, strategic decisions that can prevent violence and maintain public order. However, the
use of intelligence in Nigeria has often been hindered by systemic challenges such as bureaucratic inefficiency,
lack of coordination between agencies, and poor public-private sector collaboration.

Alternative security doctrines offer a holistic, community-oriented approach to security that goes beyond military
force and policing. These doctrines emphasize the importance of intelligence gathering, cooperation with local
communities, and the use of nonviolent conflict resolution mechanisms to address security concerns. In Nigeria,
where security challenges are often deeply rooted in local grievances, ethnicity, and religion, community-based
approaches are essential for building trust and fostering cooperation between the government and the population.
A key feature of alternative security doctrines is the integration of local knowledge and perspectives into the
security framework. Communities often have valuable insights into the security dynamics of their regions, and
empowering local actors to contribute to the security process can enhance the effectiveness of national security
strategies. Additionally, alternative security approaches prioritize the use of soft power—such as dialog,
negotiation, and conflict mediation—alongside hard power, ensuring that security interventions are balanced and
sensitive to the cultural and social realities of the communities they seek to protect.

In Nigeria, an alternative security doctrine would involve the decentralization of security responsibilities,
empowering state and local governments to take a more active role in securing their jurisdictions. It would also
involve building stronger ties between security agencies and local communities, improving information sharing,
and encouraging collaborative problem-solving. Through this model, the emphasis shifts from reactive policing
and military interventions to proactive, intelligence-driven approaches that prioritize the prevention of violence
and the peaceful resolution of conflicts.

Information gathering is central to the proposed alternative security doctrine. Effective intelligence gathering can
provide early warning of potential threats, enabling the government and security agencies to act before violence
occurs. Intelligence gathering also helps identify and neutralize criminal networks, disrupt insurgent groups, and
track the movements of criminal elements, making it an essential tool in the quest for national tranquility.

To improve the effectiveness of information gathering efforts, Nigeria must invest in modern technologies and
methodologies. For example, the use of drones, satellite imagery, and social media analytics can enhance the
capabilities of security agencies in tracking and monitoring potential threats. Additionally, improving the
coordination and collaboration between national intelligence agencies, local law enforcement, and civilian
intelligence networks can significantly improve the quality and timeliness of information.

Furthermore, public trust is essential for effective information gathering. The Nigerian government must prioritize
building trust between security agencies and local communities, ensuring that citizens are safe to report suspicious
activities without fear of reprisal. This trust can be built through transparent governance, community engagement,
and commitment to protecting human rights.
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The quest for nationwide tranquility in Nigeria requires a comprehensive and multi-dimensional approach to
security that goes beyond the traditional reliance on military and police forces. Alternative security doctrines,
underpinned by effective information gathering, offer a more proactive and sustainable model for addressing
Nigeria’s complex security challenges. By integrating intelligence-driven strategies, empowering local
communities, and prioritizing conflict prevention, Nigeria can move toward a more peaceful and secure future.
This paper will delve deeper into the theoretical foundations of alternative security doctrines, the role of
intelligence in modern security frameworks, and the practical steps Nigeria can take to implement these ideas for
the benefit of its citizens.

Literature Review

The state of security in Nigeria has been a long-standing issue, characterized by internal strife, ethnic conflicts,
terrorism, and organized crime. Thus, the quest for nationwide tranquility necessitates re-evaluation of Nigeria’s
security framework. Traditional security doctrines, which often focus on the use of force to combat insecurity,
have proven insufficient in addressing the complexity of Nigeria’s security challenges. This literature review
examines existing works related to alternative security doctrines, the role of information gathering in modern
security frameworks, and the broader implications of these strategies for achieving peace and tranquility in
Nigeria. The proposed model highlights the inadequacies of current approaches while emphasizing the need for
intelligence-led community, based security models.

The traditional security doctrine in Nigeria has primarily focused on military interventions and police
enforcement. This reactive approach has often been criticized for its inability to address the underlying causes of
conflict and insecurity. Nigeria’s security architecture is often described as heavily reliant on state-centric, force-
based measures, which have proven ineffective in curbing the insurgencies, criminality, and ethnic conflicts that
plague the country (Omotola, 2017). According to Ezeani (2020), while Nigeria’s military has demonstrated
operational strength in fighting insurgencies like Boko Haram, its focus on force over dialog and intelligence has
not resulted in long-term peace.

Furthermore, the Nigerian police force has struggled with corruption, poor training, and inadequate resources,
further limiting its effectiveness in dealing with criminal activities such as armed robbery, kidnaping, and
banditry. As noted by Adebayo and Akinwale (2019), despite the expansion of security agencies in Nigeria, the
overreliance on conventional law enforcement mechanisms often results in a failure to respond effectively to the
needs of diverse local populations. These limitations are compounded by the systemic challenges facing Nigerian
governance, including weak state institutions, a lack of coordination among security agencies, and general
mistrust between the government and its citizens.

In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the need to explore alternative security doctrines that,
place greater emphasis on prevention, intelligence gathering, and community engagement. Scholars, such as
Williams (2018) have argued that security in modern states must move beyond reactive, force-based strategies
toward proactive intelligence gathering frameworks. According to Williams, an effective security strategy
requires the integration of human intelligence (HUMINT), signals intelligence (SIGINT), and open-source
intelligence (OSINT) to prevent criminal activity and anticipate threats before they escalate into violence. This is
especially crucial in a country like Nigeria, where security threats are often diffuse and difficult to predict through
conventional means.

Ezeani (2020) argued that alternative security doctrines advocate more comprehensive approach, integrating not
only military and police operations but also intelligence services, local knowledge, and community collaboration.
These doctrines emphasize the importance of intelligence-led policing, which relies on gathering accurate and
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timely information from diverse sources. Effective information-gathering frameworks can help identify criminal
networks, insurgent movements, and patterns of local conflict. This intelligence-driven approach resolves security
challenges through strategic pre-emptive action rather, than after-the-fact interventions, which often intensify
conflicts.

Furthermore, alternative security models emphasize the need for cooperation among security agencies, the
government, and local communities. Omotola (2017) highlighted the importance of fostering trust between state
security forces and local populations to enhance the flow of vital information. In his study on community policing
in Nigeria, Omotola notes that community-driven security models can increase the effectiveness of intelligence
gathering, as local people are more likely to trust and cooperate with security forces that are perceived as part of
their community, rather than distant, militarized agents of the state.

The importance of information gathering as a pillar of alternative security frameworks cannot be overstated.
Information gathering in the security context involves the systematic collection, analysis, and dissemination of
intelligence to inform security decisions and actions. In a complex and volatile environment like Nigeria, the
ability to predict and prevent security threats is crucial for maintaining public order and national tranquility.
According to Adebayo and Akinwale (2019), the centrality of intelligence in modern security practice is evident
in the way that intelligence-led strategies have been adopted by countries facing similar challenges. The authors
argue that an intelligence-driven approach can help Nigeria better manage its security crisis by allowing security
agencies to act on accurate, timely information. This approach is more efficient and cost-effective than reactive
measures that often result in excessive use of force, loss of life, and property damaged.

However, Nigeria’s current intelligence-gathering mechanisms have also faced significant challenges. Akinyemi
(2021) asserted that Nigeria’s intelligence agencies suffer from a lack of coordination, poor training, and resource
constraints, which have limited their ability to effectively monitor and counter insurgent groups, criminal
syndicates, and extremist movements. The Nigerian government has also struggled to ensure that intelligence is
acted upon swiftly and accurately. This has often led to missed opportunities to prevent attacks or dismantle
criminal networks before they grow.

A key aspect of improving intelligence gathering, according to Ezeani (2020), is enhancing collaboration between
national intelligence agencies, regional and local law enforcement bodies, and the civilian population. Intelligence
gathering is not just the domain of security agencies; citizens, local authorities, and civil society organizations
can also provide valuable insights into security risks. However, as noted by Omotola (2017), effective
collaboration requires addressing the significant trust deficits between the government and local communities.
Strengthening public-private partnerships and establishing mechanisms for reporting crimes anonymously are
potential strategies to improve intelligence flows in Nigeria.

A crucial aspect of alternative security doctrines is the decentralization of security responsibilities, where local
governments and communities take a more active role in maintaining security. In Nigeria, where ethnic, religious,
and regional divides often play a major role in the emergence of conflicts, local solutions to security problems
are often more effective than state-driven interventions. Williams (2018) suggested that local knowledge and
networks are essential for tackling the root causes of violence, because many Nigerian security challenges are
localized and arise from specific grievances within communities.

Community-based policing, which emphasizes citizen involvement the prevention and resolution of security
issues, has been suggested as a potential model for Nigeria. According to Akinyemi (2021), community policing
allows for a more tailored, context-sensitive approach to security, where the community works in partnership with
security forces to address concerns. The advantage of this model is that it incorporates local knowledge and
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encourages public participation in maintaining peace. However, for community-based security models to succeed,
the government must address issues such as corruption, poor accountability, and insufficient training of police
officers. Ezeani (2020) argued that community policing can only be effective if it is accompanied by structural
reforms that ensure the professionalism and accountability of law enforcement.

The role of gathering information in achieving nationwide tranquility in Nigeria is undeniable. As highlighted in
the study by Adebayo and Akinwale (2019) and Omotola (2017), information is the cornerstone of proactive
security strategies. To fully harness the potential of information-driven approaches, Nigeria must invest in modern
technologies such as satellite surveillance, drones, and data analytics to monitor and predict security threats.
Additionally, strengthening the capacity of intelligence agencies, improving coordination among security
institutions, and fostering public-private partnerships are vital for ensuring that security measures are based on
accurate and timely information.

In conclusion, the literature underscores the importance of shifting from traditional reactive security strategies to
more holistic, intelligence-driven frameworks that incorporate both state- and community-based approaches. The
integration of information gathering into Nigeria’s security doctrine has the potential to not only address
immediate threats but also foster long-term peace and stability. By emphasizing intelligence-led policing,
community engagement, and decentralized security governance, Nigeria can move closer to achieving nationwide
tranquility.

Theoretical Framework

Human security theory, which focuses on individuals’ well-being rather than the security of the state, provides a
comprehensive framework for addressing complex security challenges. By emphasizing protection from violence,
economic hardship, and social instability, human security goes beyond traditional state-centric security models to
address the root causes of insecurity that affect individuals and communities. This approach is particularly
relevant in countries like Nigeria, where security threats such as terrorism, organized crime, ethnic violence, and
economic inequality have far-reaching impacts on the lives of citizens. The paper titled Alternative Security
Doctrine, Information Gathering, and the Quest for Nationwide Tranquility in Nigeria discusses the need for a
shift from reactive security measures to more proactive, intelligence-driven approaches to secure the Nigerian
populace. Using human security theory, this paper explores how alternative security models based on intelligence
gathering and community involvement can contribute to a more peaceful and secure Nigeria by focusing on the
safety and well-being of individuals.

Human security theory emerged in the 1990s as a response to the limitations of traditional security frameworks
that focused predominantly on the security of the state, often through military means. The United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) defined human security in its 1994 Human Development Report as “freedom
from fear, freedom from want, and the freedom to live in dignity” (UNDP, 1994). This holistic approach to
security emphasizes the need to protect individuals from both physical violence and socioeconomic factors that
hinder their ability to live fulfilling lives. Human security is typically broken down into several key components:
® Economic security: Individuals’ ability to access basic needs, such as food, shelter, and income.

® Food security: Ensure that all individuals have access to adequate and nutritious food.

® Health Security: Protecting individuals from diseases, ensuring healthcare access and addressing public
health challenges.

® Personal Security: Protection from physical violence, including crime, war, and domestic abuse.

® Community Security: Protecting individuals from breakdowns in social networks and cultural identity.
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® Political Security: Protecting human rights, ensuring democratic governance, and safeguarding political
freedoms.

Human security theory, therefore, challenges traditional approaches to security by broadening the scope of
protection from national defense to include the protection of individuals and communities from threats that
undermine their dignity and well-being.

Nigeria faces a range of security challenges that affect its citizens safety, economic well-being, and dignity. From
the insurgency in the Northeast led by Boko Haram, to the rising levels of banditry and kidnaping in the northwest
and northcentral, to ethnic and religious conflicts across the country, Nigeria’s security environment is highly
volatile. As of 2023, an estimated 2.5 million Nigerians have been displaced because of armed conflicts (Internal
Displacement Monitoring Center, 2023), illustrating the human cost of insecurity.

Traditional security approaches in Nigeria, which primarily rely on military intervention and law enforcement,
have largely failed to effectively address these challenges. Although the military has successfully combated
insurgencies in certain regions, violence continues to persist, and local communities remain vulnerable. Reliance
on force-based strategies has often led to human rights abuses, community alienation, and a lack of trust between
security forces and the population. (Omotola, 2017). Moreover, the Nigerian police, tasked with tackling crime
and ensuring public safety, often struggle with insufficient resources, corruption, and ineffective intelligence
gathering. This failure of traditional security approaches calls for a shift toward alternative security doctrines that
can better address the complex dynamics of insecurity in Nigeria by focusing on the human security of citizens.
Alternative security doctrines, as discussed in this paper, emphasize intelligence gathering, local community
involvement, and the use of nonviolent methods to address security issues. This approach aligns with human
security theory by focusing on preventing harm before it occurs rather, than relying solely on reactive measures
such as military force or police action.

Human security theory emphasizes the importance of preventing violence and addressing the root causes of
insecurity. Intelligence gathering, which involves the systematic collection and analysis of information, is critical
for, identifying threats before they escalate into violence. Adebayo and Akinwale (2019) highlighted the
importance of intelligence-led security in Nigeria, noting that better information systems can prevent insurgent
attacks, disrupt criminal activities, and provide early warning about potential security risks. Human security
advocates for the use of intelligence to protect individuals from both immediate violence (such as armed attacks)
and broader security threats (like economic deprivation or environmental hazards). In Nigeria, improving
intelligence gathering capacity can empower security forces to act proactively, thereby preventing harm to citizens
and reducing overall insecurity.

One of the core principles of human security is the protection of individuals through community engagement and
empowerment. Community-based security models emphasize local ownership of security responsibilities, where
communities take an active role in identifying threats, reporting crimes, and collaborating with law enforcement.
Williams (2018) argued that community policing models in Nigeria, which involve local citizens working with
security forces to address security challenges, can be more effective in promoting peace than top-down, state-
centered approaches. By involving local communities, these models help ensure that security interventions are
context-specific and responsive to local needs, addressing threats such as ethnic violence, farmer-herder conflicts,
and local banditry. The decentralization of security responsibilities to local authorities is also aligned with human
security principles. Local governance structures, such as traditional leaders and community representatives, can
serve as intermediaries between citizens and security agencies, fostering trust and collaboration. Omotola (2017)
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emphasized that local leaders possess invaluable knowledge of the sociopolitical dynamics of their regions can
play a crucial role in resolving conflicts and preventing violence.

Human security theory places a premium on conflict prevention rather than the reaction. Traditional military and
police responses often escalate violence and intensify insecurity, especially when communities feel alienated by
state actions. A shift toward proactive measures, such as conflict resolution, mediation, and the early identification
of grievances, aligns with human security’s goal of reducing fear and promoting peaceful co-existence The
alternative security doctrine proposed in this paper involves pre-emptive conflict resolution, where information
gathered from local communities helps address potential flashpoints before they lead to violence.

A key aspect of human security is the protection of individual rights, which is often sidelined in traditional security
strategies that focus solely on military and law enforcement actions. In Nigeria, human rights abuses by security
forces—such as extrajudicial killings and torture—have often compounded insecurity and eroded public trust in
the state (Akinyemi, 2021). An alternative security doctrine must prioritize the protection of human rights and
adhere to the principles of accountability and transparency. By ensuring that security interventions respect the
rights of individuals, the government can foster a sense of safety and legitimacy, which is crucial for the long-
term peace and stability of the country.

The application of human security theory to Nigeria’s security framework suggests several key policy
implications:

To improve the effectiveness of intelligence gathering, Nigeria must invest in modern technologies such as
satellite surveillance, drones, and social media monitoring tools. This technological investment can enhance the
ability of security agencies to track and monitor threats, identify criminal networks, and provide timely
information to decision makers (Adebayo & Akinwale, 2019).

Policies should focus on building trust between security forces and local communities. This can be achieved
through community policing initiatives, which ensure that security forces are more connected to the people they
serve. In addition, empowering local leaders and providing them with resources to manage conflicts can
strengthen the overall security architecture.

Human security theory highlights the need to address the root causes of insecurity, such as poverty and inequality.
Economic development programs, access to quality healthcare, and investments in education are crucial for
improving the overall security situation in Nigeria. These initiatives will help reduce socioeconomic vulnerability
that contributes to violence and unrest.

A shift toward alternative security doctrines must prioritize human rights and the rule of law. Ensuring that
security agencies are held accountable for their actions, particularly in relation to abuses, is crucial for building
public trust and legitimacy in state institutions (Ezeani, 2020).

Human security theory offers a comprehensive framework for understanding Nigeria’s security challenges and
exploring alternative security doctrines. By focusing on individual well-being, intelligence gathering, community
engagement, and human rights protection, Nigeria can adopt more effective, people-centered security strategies.
The alternative security doctrine proposed in this paper aligns with human security principles by addressing both
the immediate and root causes of insecurity, thereby enhancing national tranquility and the safety of Nigeria’s
citizens.

Research Methodology

The research methodology for examining the relationship between alternative security doctrines, information
gathering, and the quest for nationwide tranquility in Nigeria focuses on qualitative methods and textual analysis.
This approach is particularly suitable for understanding the complex interplay of various security practices and
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how they affect societal perceptions and responses in the context of Nigeria’s security challenges. This
methodology focuses on the analysis of existing texts rather than gathering new empirical data through interviews
Or surveys.

Textual analysis is a qualitative research method that involves systematically interpreting and analyzing written,
spoken, or visual texts to extract meaning and insights. This methodology is especially relevant when
investigating concepts such as security doctrines and public perception, which are deeply embedded in language
and discourse. By examining government publications, policy documents, media reports, and academic literature,
this study aims to gain a comprehensive understanding of the evolving nature of security practices in Nigeria. The
selection of relevant sources is critical for the efficacy of textual analysis. In this study, various texts will be
examined, including the following:

This section includes white papers, national security strategies, and reports from relevant government ministries
and agencies that outline alternative security doctrines. Analyzing these documents will reveal the state’s
perspective on alternative security measures and the frameworks guiding them.

Scholarly articles, books, and dissertations exploring security paradigms, social dynamics, and the impact of
alternative security practices will be examined. This study provides theoretical foundations and empirical insights
into how security doctrines are framed and discussed within academic circles.

Newspapers, magazines, and online publications serve as valuable sources for understanding public discourse on
the perception of security issues in Nigeria. Media analysis can highlight how alternative security doctrines are
portrayed, discussed, and received within society.

Nongovernmental organizations often publish assessments of security situations, community responses, and
recommendations for policy improvements. These reports provide crucial insights into grassroots perspectives
and the effectiveness of alternative security measures against state narratives.

The analysis of each text is governed by qualitative coding and thematic interpretation. The following steps
outline the analytical approach:

® Familiarization: An initial reading of the collected texts will enable a general understanding of the content,
context, and themes discussed within each document.

® Coding: This involves identifying keywords, terms, and concepts pertinent to alternative security doctrines
and information gathering. The coding will be both open (identifying new themes) and focused (building on
existing frameworks) to ensure a comprehensive analysis.

® Thematic Identification: After coding, themes emerge from the examined texts. These themes will be grouped
to reveal commonalities, differences, and patterns in discourse surrounding alternative security measures. Themes
may include the role of community-based security initiatives, the use of technology in information gathering, and
the interplay between traditional and modern security practices.

® Interpretation: Findings from the textual analysis will be interpreted in light of existing theoretical
frameworks and empirical studies. This step involves connecting the extracted themes to broader societal
implications and reflecting on how alternative security practices contribute to or hinder nationwide tranquility.
To ensure the validity and reliability of the findings, the following measures were employed:

® Triangulation of Sources: By analyzing diverse texts from the government, academia, media, and civil
society, this research aims to capture a broad perspective on the topic, thereby enhancing the credibility of the
conclusions.
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® Critical Discourse Analysis: This technique helps to examine the power dynamics and underlying ideologies
within texts. Understanding the language and rhetoric used allows for critical insights into how security narratives
are constructed and their implications for national peace and security.

® Reflexivity: The researcher’s positionality and potential biases will be acknowledged throughout the analysis.
This reflexive approach enhances transparency and mitigates interpretation biases.

This methodology prioritizes qualitative methods and textual analysis to explore the intricate relationship between
alternative security doctrines, information gathering, and the quest for nationwide tranquility in Nigeria. By
systematically analyzing a range of textual sources, this study offers rich insights into the current security
landscape, informs policy discussions, and provides a deeper understanding of public perceptions regarding
security practices. Ultimately, this approach aspires to contribute meaningfully to the discourse on security and
peace building in Nigeria.

Conventional versus Alternative Security Doctrine

Nigeria’s security architecture faces multifaceted challenges ranging from terrorism, banditry, and ethnic violence
to broader socioeconomic issues. Conventional security doctrines have historically relied on state-centric
frameworks that emphasize military and law enforcement responses. In contrast, alternative security doctrines
focus more broadly on community involvement, intelligence gathering, and the integration of local practices and
knowledge into security mechanisms. This paper explores the differences between conventional and alternative
security doctrines within Nigeria’s evolving security landscape and examined their implications for national
peace, stability, and development.

Conventional security doctrine refers to traditional approaches that prioritize state power, military strength, and
formal law enforcement mechanisms to combat threats. In Nigeria, this doctrine has dominated policy formulation
and implementation since independence in 1960.

Conventional security relies heavily on the authority of the state. It views security threats primarily as challenges
to the sovereignty and integrity of the nation-state. This perspective often leads to state agencies assuming primary
responsibility for national security (Ebo, 2020).

The Nigerian Armed Forces have been actively involved in internal security operations, especially in regions
affected by terrorism and insurgency, such as the northeastern states plagued by Boko Haram. Military power is
often the first line of defense, reflecting the predominance of hard power in managing security issues (Ajayi,
2018).

The Nigeria Police Force and other law enforcement agencies are tasked with maintaining internal order and
combating crime. However, these agencies are often criticized for being overburdened, under-resourced, and
sometimes prone to corruption and abuse of power (Osaghae, 2018).

Despite its dominance, the conventional security doctrine in Nigeria has several limitations, particularly in term
of addressing the underlying causes of insecurity:

Over reliance on military force can lead to the perception of the state as oppressive rather than protective. This
perception can fuel resentment and resistance among local populations, particularly in areas experiencing heavy
military presence (Okeke, 2021).

The multifaceted nature of Nigeria’s security challenges requires holistic responses. Conventional methods often
fail to address root causes such as poverty, unemployment, and social inequality, leading to a cycle of violence
and instability (Ibeanu, 2019).
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Conventional security approaches frequently overlook the importance of local knowledge and community-based
solutions. This disconnection intensify mistrust between communities and law enforcement agencies (Bukar et
al., 2020).

Alternative security doctrines emphasize nonmilitary approaches to security, focusing on community
involvement, local knowledge, and integrated responses to security challenges. Alternative security emphasizes
the role of local communities in enhancing security. This approach recognizes that communities possess critical
security dynamics and peacebuilding efforts (Ebo, 2020). Alternative security doctrines prioritize intelligence
gathering through local networks and community engagement. They encourage proactive measures such as early
warning systems, local peace committees, and collaborative frameworks that involve civil society (Ajayi, 2018).
Alternative security strategies often incorporate traditional conflict resolution mechanisms and cultural practices,
enabling a more nuanced understanding of local security issues The adoption of alternative security doctrines
presents several benefits, particularly in addressing Nigeria’s diverse security challenges: By involving local
communities in security processes, alternative doctrines foster cooperation and collective responsibility. This
engagement enhances public buy-in and trust, which are vital for effective security delivery (Bukar et al., 2020).
Alternative security approaches recognize the interconnectedness of security issues, enabling responses that
address socioeconomic, political, and cultural factors that contribute to violence. For instance, integrating
developmental programs with security policies can help address the grievances that fuel insurgency (lbeanu,
2019). Community involvement can facilitate greater scrutiny of security operations and law enforcement
activities. Involving local actors may reduce the likelihood of human rights abuses and corruption, leading to
more accountable governance (Osaghae, 2018).

Comparison of Conventional and Alternative Security Doctrines

The nature of threat perception

® Conventional Security: Threats are primarily viewed through a state-oriented lens, focusing on external and
internal threats to national sovereignty. This approach tends to favor militaristic responses.

® Alternative Security: Threats are multifaceted issues arising from social, economic, and political discontent.
This perspective allows for a broader range of responses, including development strategies that complement
traditional security measures.

Stakeholder Participation

® Conventional Security: The state and its agencies dominate decision-making, often alienating local
communities from the security process. This can create a vacuum between citizens and the government.

® Alternative Security: Emphasizes collaboration between state actors, local communities, and civil society
organizations. This participatory approach is crucial for fostering shared ownership and responsibility for security
outcomes.

Strategies

® Conventional Security: Strategies are predominantly militarized, focusing on law enforcement and military
campaigns against insurgents and criminals. This often leads to casualties, community displacement, and
increased tensions.

® Alternative Security: These strategies are diverse and integrated and emphasize conflict prevention,
community engagement, and peacebuilding. These strategies prioritize long-term solutions to address the
underlying causes of violence.

Current Applications and Case Studies
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In recent years, Nigeria has seen the initiation of community policing models aimed at bridging the gap between
law enforcement and local communities. The Nigeria Police Force has recognized the need to incorporate
community-oriented strategies to enhance public safety and build trust. The community policing initiative
encourages the active participation of citizens in identifying and addressing security issues specific to their
neighborhoods, thus facilitating a more responsive and effective law enforcement approach (Ajayi, 2018).

Local vigilante groups have gained prominence in addressing security issues, particularly in areas where
conventional security forces have been ineffective. Examples include the Amotekun security outfit in the
southwestern states of Nigeria, which was established to address the rising tide of banditry and kidnaping. These
formations often complement conventional forces by providing local knowledge and rapid response capabilities,
demonstrating the potential benefits of alternative security frameworks (Ebo, 2020).

Traditional conflict resolution practices are increasingly recognized as effective tools for mitigating conflicts,
especially in rural areas. In northern Nigeria, elders and traditional leaders play crucial roles in mediating disputes
and fostering peaceful co-existence. Integrating these practices into formal security frameworks can lead to
fruitful outcomes in conflict management and community resilience (Ibeanu, 2019).

While the shift toward alternative security doctrines presents promising pathways for addressing insecurity, it is
imperative to acknowledge the following challenges:

Institutional Resistance: Traditional security agencies may resist alternative approaches because of entrenched
power structures and skepticism about the effectiveness of community-led initiatives.

Limited Resources and Capacity: Adequate support for alternative security measures, such as training, funding
and resources, is essential for successful implementation. Ensuring that local actors are empowered remains a
significant hurdle.

Diversified Threat Landscape: The complexity of security threats requires a nuanced understanding and
multidisciplinary approach. Policymakers must be equipped to deal with evolving challenges in an increasingly
globalized context.

The differentiation between conventional and alternative security doctrines within Nigeria’s security architecture
reveals the need for a more holistic approach to addressing the complex security challenges facing the nation.
While conventional approaches have historically dominated, the rising prevalence and success of alternative
security practices highlight the essential role of local communities and integrated solutions in promoting national
tranquility. As Nigeria navigates its security landscape, adopting and refining alternative doctrines alongside
traditional methodologies will be crucial for achieving long-term stability and peace.

Alternative Security Doctrine and the Quest for Nationwide tranquility

Despite these challenges, the prospects for an alternative security doctrine in Nigeria are promising, especially
when considering the potential benefits it offers in the long term.

The alternative security doctrine’s emphasis on human security aligns with Nigeria’s need for a more holistic
approach to peacebuilding. By addressing the underlying causes of insecurity—such as poverty, unemployment,
political exclusion, and poor governance—this approach can help reduce the appeal of insurgency, militancy, and
criminality. Additionally, human security initiatives can help build more resilient communities that are better
equipped to handle local conflicts without resorting to violence (UNDP, 1994).

One of the most promising aspects of the alternative security doctrine is its emphasis on community-based security
mechanisms, such as community policing. In Nigeria, where many communities feel alienated from the state,
increasing local participation in security management can help build trust between citizens and security forces. A
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decentralized approach to security also allows for more tailored responses to local security challenges, thus
improving the efficiency and effectiveness of security operations (Ezeani, 2020).

An alternative security doctrine emphasizes proactive measures, such as early warning systems, dialog, and
mediation, to prevent conflict before it escalates. By investing in conflict prevention mechanisms and engaging
local communities in peacebuilding efforts, Nigeria can reduce the occurrence of violent conflicts and foster social
cohesion. This approach could significantly reduce the strain on Nigeria’s overstretched security forces, allowing
them to focus on more serious threats (Omotola, 2017).

Given the transnational nature of Nigeria’s security challenges, regional and international collaboration is crucial
for implementing alternative security doctrine. Nigeria can benefit from collaborative efforts with neighboring
countries and international organizations, particularly in areas such as intelligence sharing, border control, and
counterterrorism. This regional approach can strengthen the overall security architecture and ensure that threats,
such as insurgencies and organized crime, are addressed in a coordinated manner.

Nigeria’s security situation requires a fundamental shift in strategy. While the conventional security doctrine has
failed to address the complex nature of insecurity in the country, the alternative security doctrine offers a more
inclusive, proactive, and sustainable approach. By integrating human security principles, improving community
engagement, and focusing on conflict prevention, Nigeria can move toward a more peaceful and stable future.
However, this transformation will require overcoming significant challenges, including political will, institutional
reform, and addressing socioeconomic disparities. With commitment from the government and cooperation from
local communities and international partners, the alternative security doctrine holds great promise for ensuring
nationwide tranquility in Nigeria.

Security Architecture, Security agencies, Alternative Security Doctrine, and Nationwide Peace and
Tranquility in Nigeria

Nigeria, a nation characterized by diverse ethnicities, cultures, and religious beliefs, has faced several security
challenges since gaining independence in 1960. From insurgency in the Northeast to banditry and communal
violence in the Northwest and other regions, the complexity of insecurity requires a robust security architecture.
This paper examines Nigeria’s security architecture, the role of security agencies, the emergence of alternative
security doctrines, and their collective implications for national peace and tranquility.

Security architecture refers to the structural and strategic framework within which security policies, agencies and
activities operate to protect citizens and maintain order. In Nigeria, the security architecture comprises various
components, including law enforcement agencies, the military, intelligence services, and community-based
security initiatives. At the forefront of maintaining internal security are the Nigeria Police Force (NPF) and
various specialized units, such as the Civil Defense Corps. However, the effectiveness of these agencies is often
hampered by inadequate funding, poor training, and widespread corruption (Osaghae, 2018). Research by Ebo
(2020) highlighted the overburden police force and it struggles to meet the security demands of a growing
population.

The Nigerian Armed Forces, including the Army, Navy, and Air Force, are primarily responsible for external
defense but have increasingly been deployed for internal security operations. The military has faced criticism for
its heavy-handed approach in conflict zones, which has sometimes intensified tensions rather than alleviating
them (Ajayi, 2018). The Department of State Services (DSS) is tasked with domestic intelligence gathering and
counterintelligence operations. Intelligence agencies are crucial for pre-emptive measures against security threats;
however, their effectiveness has been undermined by a lack of coordination and sharing of information among
various security bodies (Ibeanu, 2019).
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The rise of local vigilante groups and community policing initiatives represents a significant development in
Nigeria’s security architecture. These groups often arise in response to the perceived ineffectiveness of formal
security agencies (Bukar et al., 2020). Local initiatives like the Amotekun security outfit in the Southwest
illustrate how communities can mobilize to enhance their security autonomously.

Despite the various components of Nigeria’s security architecture, numerous challenges undermine its
effectiveness: Widespread corruption within security agencies can lead to misallocation of resources and a lack
of accountability (Bassey, 2020). Reports of bribery and extortion further diminish public trust in law
enforcement. Political influences often dictate security operations, sometimes prioritizing political expediency
over genuine security concerns (Uwais, 2018). Underfunded security agencies struggle to acquire the necessary
equipment, training, and resources (Duru, 2020). This inadequacy can hinder effective operations against
advanced security threats, such as terrorism and organized crime.

The role of security agencies in Nigeria is multifaceted, encompassing law enforcement, peacekeeping, and
counterinsurgency operations. The military, police, and intelligence services each have distinct responsibilities:
The NPF is primarily responsible for maintaining law and order, investigating crimes, and managing civil
disturbances. However, the police have been criticized for human rights violations and for failing to engage
community leaders (Okeke, 2021). The military coordinates responses to major security threats, including
insurgencies and terrorism. It operates under conditions of national emergency and often deploys troops in conflict
zones (Ajayi, 2018). The DSS is responsible for civil intelligence and the protection of critical national assets.
Effective intelligence gathering enhances the capability to mitigate threats before they escalate.

The effectiveness of security agencies is frequently compromised, affecting nationwide peace and tranquility:
Security personnel often lack the necessary training and equipment to handle complex security situations. Efforts
to combat terrorism, for instance, have highlighted the need for specialized training and modern counter-terrorism
techniques (llogu, 2021). Rivalries between security agencies can result in the duplication of efforts and
insufficient resource sharing. Such rivalries impede collaborative efforts to address security challenges
comprehensively (Osaghae, 2018). Widespread distrust in security agencies diminishes their effectiveness.
Citizens may hesitate to report crimes or cooperate with law enforcement because of fears of reprisals or
corruption (Aiyede, 2019).

Alternative security doctrines encompass nontraditional approaches to security that prioritize community
involvement, local knowledge, and integration of traditional conflict resolution methods. These doctrines
recognize that effective security requires more than military force and law enforcement; it necessitates the
engagement of communities in safeguarding their well-being (Ebo, 2020). These doctrines advocate active
participation by local communities in the identification and mitigation of security threats. This engagement fosters
trust and cooperation between citizens and security agencies (Ajayi, 2018). Localized security initiatives, such as
community policing and vigilante groups, allow for tailored responses to specific security threats faced by
different regions (Bukar et al., 2020). Alternative security doctrines emphasize incorporating traditional practices
and conflict resolution mechanisms while acknowledging the importance of cultural contexts in addressing
security challenges (llogu, 2021).

In Nigeria, various alternative security approaches have emerged in response to local security needs: This strategy
encourages police officers to engage with communities and address security concerns collaboratively. Community
policing initiatives rebuild trust in the Nigeria Police Force and improve public safety (Okeke, 2021). Groups
such as EKiti State's "Amotekun' have been formed to address local security challenges, especially in areas where
the police are perceived as ineffective. These groups operate on the principle of community self-defence, focusing
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on issues such as banditry and kidnaping (Bukar et al., 2020). Engaging local traditional leaders in security
governance enhances communication between communities and security forces, facilitating more culturally
sensitive approaches to security issues (Ibeanu, 2019).

The integration of alternative security doctrines into Nigeria’s broader security architecture can improve national
security. By involving communities and local entities, alternative approaches can lead to: Solutions that stem
from the community level are more likely to address the root causes of insecurity, such as poverty, lack of
education, and social grievances (Ebo, 2020). Community engagement can bolster public perception of security
agencies, as citizens see their involvement in crime prevention and conflict resolution (Aiyede, 2019).

The introduction of alternative security doctrines and community-based initiatives promotes peaceful coexistence
by: A focus on conflict resolution enables communities to address grievances and underlying tensions, reducing
the likelihood of violence (Ajayi, 2018). Empowering citizens to take ownership of their security builds resilience,
fostering a sense of shared responsibility and collective action to combat crime and violence (Osaghae, 2018).
While alternative security doctrines enhance national security and promote peace, they can also present risks,
including: Unregulated vigilante groups devolving into violent actors or perpetuating abuses if not properly
monitored (Duru, 2020). Numerous local security initiatives may lead to disjointed efforts and a lack of
consistency in national security policies.

Nigeria’s security architecture, dominated by formal security agencies, faces significant challenges that
undermine peace and tranquility. However, emerging alternative security doctrines have introduced vital
pathways for enhancing security through community engagement and localized approaches. By integrating
alternative security strategies with existing frameworks, Nigeria can develop a more robust and effective response
to the diverse security challenges it faces.

The transition toward a more inclusive and community-focused security paradigm can not only improve national
security but also foster unity, resilience, and trust among diverse populations in Nigeria. Moving forward,
policymakers must recognize the importance of both formal and informal security mechanism to achieve a secure
and peaceful society.

Conclusion

The quest for nationwide tranquility in Nigeria requires a comprehensive rethinking of the country’s security
architecture. While the conventional security doctrine, which is predominantly military-based, has been the
dominant approach in managing Nigeria’s security challenges, it has proven inadequate in addressing the complex
and multifaceted nature of insecurity across the nation. From insurgencies like Boko Haram in the northeast to
banditry in the northwest and communal violence in the Middle Belt, the reliance on conventional security
strategies—focused primarily on military responses and law enforcement—nhas often failed to effectively address
the root causes of conflict. In response to these challenges, the notion of an alternative security doctrine, which
incorporates human security, information gathering and community engagement, offers a more holistic and
sustainable approach.

Human security, at the heart of the alternative security doctrine, emphasizes the protection of individuals from
both traditional threats of violence and non-traditional threats like poverty, political marginalization, and social
exclusion. This shift from state-centric to people-centric security offers the possibility of addressing the root
causes of insecurity while fostering long-term peace and stability. By integrating conflict prevention, social
development, and localized security structures, Nigeria can address not only the immediate security concerns and
the underlying socioeconomic and political issues that fuel instability.
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Information gathering and intelligence-led policing are crucial components of alternative security doctrines.
Rather than relying on reactive military interventions, intelligence gathering facilitates proactive measures that
can identify and neutralize threats before they escalate into widespread violence. Intelligence sharing among
security agencies and with local communities ensure that security operations are more targeted and efficient,
leading to a reduction in unnecessary civilian casualties and a better overall response to security threats. In this
way, security becomes more nuanced, focusing on prevention rather than the reaction.

However, implementing this alternative doctrine is not without challenges. Institutional dysfunction, corruption,
a lack of political will, and ethnic and religious divisions are significant barriers that must be addressed to ensure
successful governance. The Nigerian government must demonstrate a genuine commitment to reforming the
security sector and addressing governance issues, such as corruption and inefficiency, which have long plagued
the country’s security forces. Furthermore, overcoming the mistrust between communities and security agencies
is essential for the successful implementation of community policing and intelligence-driven approaches. It is
also critical that the state invests in the capacity building of local security mechanisms and ensures that security
reforms are inclusive and equitable.

Despite these challenges, the prospects for the success of alternative security doctrines in Nigeria are promising.
By shifting the focus of security strategies to a more comprehensive, people-centered approach, Nigeria has the
opportunity to reduce violence, promote peaceful coexistence, and build trust between the government and its
citizens. The integration of community policing, intelligence-led operations, and human security initiatives into
a broader national security framework has the potential to create a more peaceful and stable Nigeria.

In conclusion, the quest for nationwide tranquility in Nigeria cannot be achieved through conventional military
solutions alone. The alternative security doctrine provides a pathway to address both the symptoms and causes of
insecurity, offering a more sustainable model for peace. If Nigeria is to achieve long-term tranquility, it must
adopt and implement security strategies that are inclusive, intelligence-driven, and focused on human security.
This shift could pave the way for a more peaceful and secure future for Nigeria, benefiting not only its citizens
but also the broader West African region.

Recommendations

A cornerstone of the alternative security doctrine is the use of intelligence-led policing, which requires robust
information gathering, analysis and sharing among agencies. The Nigerian government should prioritize the
development of a national intelligence framework that fosters cooperation among various security agencies,
including the military, police, intelligence agencies, and local security outfits. The proposed framework should
emphasize the importance of real-time intelligence sharing, which is critical for preempting violent outbreaks,
criminal activities, and insurgency operations. Intelligence gathering should not be limited to conventional
methods; it should also incorporate technological tools, such as surveillance drones, social media monitoring, and
data analytics, to detect and prevent emerging threats.

Effective community policing is crucial to the success of the alternative security doctrine because it fosters
collaboration between local communities and law enforcement agencies. The Nigerian government should
accelerate the implementation of community policing initiatives by equipping local security forces with adequate
training, resources, and legal support. Community policing programs must be tailored to the specific needs of
different regions in Nigeria, particularly areas experiencing ethnic or religious tensions. By promoting trust and
accountability, community policing can serve as a tool for preventing local conflicts, improving public safety,
and enhancing cooperation between citizens and security forces.
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One of the major causes of insecurity in Nigeria is socioeconomic deprivation, including high unemployment,
poverty, and a lack of access to education. To tackle these root causes, the Nigerian government should implement
comprehensive development programs that target marginalized populations, particularly in the north and middle-
belt regions, where insecurity is most pronounced. These programs should focus on job creation, skill
development, poverty alleviation, and providing access to basic services such as education and healthcare. In the
long term, addressing socioeconomic disparities will reduce the pool of individuals susceptible to recruitment by
insurgents, militants, or criminal groups.

Nigeria’s ethnic and religious diversity presents a challenge to national cohesion and security. It is essential that
security reforms and policies be inclusive, ensuring that no particular group feels marginalized or excluded from
the benefits of peace and security. The government should ensure an equitable distribution of security resources
across all regions and communities, paying particular attention to areas that have historically been neglected or
enfranchised. By involving local leaders from diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds in security decision-
making, Nigeria can foster greater trust and reduce the perception of security forces as biased or partizan.

the Nigerian security sector suffers from corruption, lack of transparency, and inefficiency. Reforming the
security sector governance is essential for effectively implementing alternative security doctrines. The
government must prioritize creating systems of accountability systems within the police, military and other
security agencies, including the establishment of independent oversight bodies to monitor corruption and abuse.
Ensuring that resources allocated to the security sector are used effectively and transparently will increase the
efficiency of security operations and enhance public trust in security institutions.

The conventional security approach is often reactive; however, the alternative security doctrine emphasizes
proactive conflict prevention. Nigeria should establish and strengthen early warning systems to identify threats
before they escalate into full-scale violence. These systems should be designed to detect and address the
underlying drivers of conflict, such as political exclusion, economic marginalization, and ethnic tensions.
Additionally, the government should invest in community-based conflict resolution mechanisms, including
traditional conflict mediation systems, to foster dialog and reconciliation in areas affected by ethnic or religious
violence.

A key component of the alternative security doctrine is the professionalization of security forces. The Nigerian
government should invest in the training and development of security personnel, focusing on human rights,
intelligence gathering, conflict mediation, and community engagement. Training should also address issues of
bias, corruption and ethical conduct to ensure that security forces are effective, impartial and accountable. The
development of specialized units that can engage in community-centered approaches and intelligence gatherings
are critical for ensuring that security forces can adapt to the complexities of modern security challenges.

Given the transnational nature of many security threats in Nigeria, including insurgency and organized crime,
regional and international collaboration is vital. Nigeria should work more closely with neighboring countries and
international organizations to share intelligence, coordinate security operations, and address cross-border threats.
Cooperation within the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the African Union (AU), and
through bilateral agreements with countries like Niger, Chad, and Cameroon will enhance the regional approach
to combating insurgencies and transnational criminal networks. Additionally, Nigeria should seek greater support
from international partners in building the capacity of its security forces, especially in areas such as intelligence
gathering, counterterrorism, and border control.

One of the most important aspects of achieving nationwide tranquility in Nigeria is the restoration of national
cohesion. The Nigerian government should launch and support national reconciliation programs that heal the
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divisions between different ethnic, religious, and political groups. These programs should prioritize dialog,
inclusivity, and restorative justice, with an emphasis on addressing historical grievances and promoting social
harmony. The involvement of traditional rulers, religious leaders, civil society organizations, and local
communities in these programs is essential for their success. National reconciliation programs, if effectively
executed, can lay the foundation for a more unified and peaceful Nigeria in which security is seen as a shared
responsibility.
The adoption of an alternative security doctrine underpinned by intelligence-driven policing, human security, and
community participation holds significant promise for addressing Nigeria’s security challenges. However, its
successful implementation requires comprehensive and coordinated efforts across various levels of government
and society. The recommendations outlined above emphasize the need for political will, institutional reforms,
resource allocation, and community engagement to effectively transform Nigeria’s security landscape. By
addressing both immediate security concerns and the underlying drivers of conflict, Nigeria can embark on a path
toward lasting peace and stability. The quest for nationwide tranquility requires a collective commitment to
security, development, and social cohesion, as well as a willingness to innovate and adapt despite evolving
security threats.
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